
Preventing new smokers is key to controlling the tobacco epidemic
14–25 years: a critical window for intervention
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Age at which smokers began smoking regularly

9 out of 10 smokers began smoking 
regularly by the age of 25, globally

2 in 10 began smoking
regularly by the age of 15
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83% of all smokers 
began smoking between 
the ages of 14 and 25
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